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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural — Leader of the House) [9.58 pm]: I move — 

That the house do now adjourn. 

HMAS Sydney II Memorial — Adjournment Debate 
HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: I would like to make a few comments this evening on 
the successful conclusion to the search for HMAS Sydney II. I congratulate the Finding Sydney Foundation on 
its perseverance and hard work over the years. As I mentioned in a previous speech relating to Sydney when I 
attended a service honouring the memory of the 645 personnel on the sixty-fifth anniversary of the sinking, I 
have sensitivity to the Royal Australian Navy and its personnel because of family connections. I was pleased to 
hear today that the member for Geraldton has written to the Prime Minister and the Minister for Defence Science 
and Personnel to ask that HMAS Sydney memorial in Geraldton be granted the status of a national memorial and 
be covered by the National Memorials Ordinance Act 1928. Current government policy allows only those 
memorials on Anzac Parade in Canberra to be recognised as special national memorials. Geraldton and Quobba 
have the only designated memorials exclusively to HMAS Sydney II. The case for a special national memorial 
status is strengthened by the fact that there is no room left on Canberra’s Anzac Parade for further memorials. To 
me, its location outside Canberra is no reason that the member for Geraldton’s proposal should be rejected. 

The finding of the wrecks of the Sydney and Kormoran has been a significant achievement, given the huge 
potential search area and the depth of the water. I hope that this momentous discovery will bring some closure to 
the family, relatives and friends of the 645 naval personnel on the Sydney who perished on 19 November 1941. It 
is entirely appropriate that the wreck sites become designated war graves.  

I also understand from the member for Geraldton that there is now a proposal for an annual memorial for these 
personnel to be held in Sydney. It is highly appropriate that if there is to be an annual memorial service, it be 
held in Geraldton, given the connection of Sydney to the town and, indeed, to other Western Australian ports, 
particularly Fremantle.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.01 pm 
_________ 

 
 


